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a conflict between tendencies toward the disinterested attainment of 
ideal ends and those toward the enjoyment of feeling. His treatise 
begins properly with an attempt to define activity as distinct from feel- 
ing, in which difficult task, however, it seems to me that he has not 
been completely successful. 

In his address on Roman Catholic and Evangelical Morality Profes- 
sor Herrmann points out that the Roman church, by its repression of 
liberty of thought, is running counter to the all of the present moral 
tendencies. 

Warner Fite. 

The University of Chicago. 



Theologiae Moralis Principia. Auctore P. Michel, E. Loc. 
Miss, ab Africa vulgo Reres Blanco in Seminario Binso- 
nensis Superiore et E' ssimi ac R issimi Cardinalis Langenieux, 
Archiepiscopi Rhemensis vicario Generali. I : Moralis 
Generalis, complectens omnia principia, turn intrinseca, 
turn extrinseca activitatis humanae in finem supernaturalem 
dirigendae. Paris: Librairie Victor Lecoffre, 1900. Pp. 
xii + 472. 

This treatise has the imprimatur of Cardinal Richard, archbishop 
of Paris, and is introduced by a letter of approbation from Langenieux, 
archbishop of Rheims. This letter very justly characterizes the work 
as distinguished by clear, logical, progressive exposition, exhaustive 
analysis, simple, intelligible Latin, and a thoroughly devout spirit. 
The author is a loyal disciple and ardent admirer of Thomas Aquinas, 
to whose ethical teaching he gives the "first place," and whose spirit, 
method, and substance of doctrine he loyally reproduces. He every- 
where assumes the unquestionable truth of Roman Catholic teaching as 
to theology, morality, and the church. Hence he feels no need to 
search for the foundations of morality, or to vindicate the reality of 
the foundations assumed ; no need even to recognize the ethical con- 
troversies that have so large a place in modern thought. The whole 
tone of the work is mediaeval. There is great elaborateness of exposi- 
tion, great keenness of discrimination, great fineness of distinction, 
great multiplicity of divisions, subdivisions, and yet further divisions 
of the subdivisions. This immense accumulation of numbered prin- 
ciples would bewilder, were it not for the mathematical precision of 
statement and order. The work is a reproduction of the author's 
class-room instruction, and is intended for a class-room text-book. It 
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rightly disclaims to be a book of casuistry, but admits that it intends 
to lay the foundation for casuistry. The multiplication of principles 
and distinctions is a preparation for the business of a confessor in 
dealing with the consciences of those confessing. The attention is 
everywhere turned to degrees of sin or virtue, of demerit or merit, and 
to the considerations by which to determine these degrees, especially 
the degrees of sin, as trifling, small, venial, or important, great, mortal. 
While the will of God is recognized as the supreme moral law, and the 
conscience of each man as his immediate proximate law, supremacy in 
the interpretation and application of the law is attributed to the hier- 
archy. Duties to the church and its officers are to take precedence of 
duties to the state and its officers, because the church belongs to a 
higher order than the state, although both are of God. 

While Protestant scholars will not assent to all this and much else in 
the volume, they will find the careful study of the work in many ways 
extremely valuable. The commendation of it by the high papal 
authorities implies, what is doubtless true, that there is no clearer, 
more thorough, and more able modern treatise on ethics from the 
Roman Catholic point of view. 

Geo. D. B. Pepper. 

Waterville, Me. 



Interpretations of Poetry and Religion. By George San- 
tayana. New York : Charles Scribner's Sons, 1900. Pp. 
x+290. $1.50. 

This is not a commonplace and not an insignificant book. The 
style has a clarity and a dignity that give it distinction, and it is the 
vehicle of independent thought. An atmosphere of repose hovers 
over the pages. The preface to the volume states the "idea" that 
animates the author. That "idea" is that "religion and poetry are 
identical in essence and differ merely in the way in which they 
are attached to practical affairs." The vagueness with which is 
here set forth the difference, coexisting with the identity, alleged 
to subsist between poetry and religion, is, when thoughtfully dwelt 
upon, sufficiently demonstrative of the fanciful and sterile character of 
the "idea" that the author has thought it worth while to inculcate. It 
is true enough that religion, in its purest and highest form of experi- 
ence, and naturally therefore in its most ideal and triumphant expres- 
sion, tends to become poetical. Witness the psalms and the prophecies 



